Asda to fine selfish drivers
By Gary Fitzpatrick

MOTORISTS  who misuse disabled and parent-and child parking spaces will soon face £60 fines at Asda`s two Dunfermline superstores.
The company is phasing in the scheme across the country and fines will arrive in West Fife in March.

A private firm will be hired to implement the penalties and the money will go to charity.
The news has been warmly welcomed by disabled people and parents with young children, sick of seeing allocated spaces used by lazy and selfish drivers.
“At Asda we have decided to take a stand to keep specialised parking spaces available  to those customers that need them,” said Paul Hedley, Asda`s customer services manager.
“Most customers using these bays without good reason don’t realise their action impact on people that rely on them to do their weekly shop.
“We are not handing out tickets to make a profit as money raised will go back to charity.

“Signs in all stores will clearly state that you will get a fine if you park here unnecessarily.  We would encourage anyone that manages a car park to take our lead.”
Wheelchair-bound North Queensferry woman Claire Vivian said she had stopped going to Asda because finding a parking space was “a nightmare”.
“You see young people just pulling into the disabled spaces on Friday and Saturday night there.
“I’ve stopped going to both Asdas because of the parking situation.

“It’s great news if they’re going to fine people.  It’s about time.”

Two local politicians with young families have also been angered by parking incidents at Asda.
MP Willie Rennie said, “We get to the one at Halbeath and you always see people parking in parent-and-child spaces when they have no children in the car.
“The majority of people do no abuse the spaces but you will always have some who do it when they’re getting away with it.

“The problem at the moment is that the situation isn’t monitored.  Hopefully, we’ll see people being warned from doing it without the need for fines but I back Asda’s decision on this.”

MSP John Park said, “This is annoying for parents especially when the children are still very young.  It’s sad and disappointing that fines are having to be brought in but I fully support it.

“In parliament, I’m also backing Jackie Baillie’s private member’s bill which would make the misuse of of parking spaces illegal.”
Jane Brewin, chief executive of the baby charity Tommy`s, said, “A routine trip to the shops can turn into a nightmare for some parents – especially when they don`t have adequate parking spaces and other much needed parent and baby services made available to them.

“Tommy`s believe that organisations that claim to put the needs of parents first should seriously look at their parking policy for parents to uncover whether their schemes actually work in practice.

“Asda is getting a great example by ensuring that supermarkets are as accessible for parents as possible by penalising those who exploit bays specifically reserved for parents with young children.”
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